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Instructions
1. Write a 1200-1400 word persuasive argument research essay drawing on one of the attached subject areas. 
2. You must narrow the subject area to a focussed topic and focus, i.e., a Main Claim/Thesis.
3. Your essay must be argumentative and persuasive in nature, i.e., provide a Main Claim/Thesis and then validate that Main Claim/Thesis.
4. Your essay must be formatted as per MLA Style.
5. Your essay must follow the MLA Style for citation and must include a Works Cited page. 
6. Your essay must reference a minimum of four secondary sources of at least two distinct types (e.g., books, periodicals, journal articles/essays, etc.). Note that “online sources” is not a type of source.
7. Your essay must use scholarly/academic and other credible sources only.
8. Your essay must not use more than one source of popular media (newspaper, magazine, mainstream media news source, etc.).
9. Sources that are not appropriate as secondary sources include, but are not limited to: wikis, blogs, course websites, instructors’ websites, instructors’ handouts, article/essay abstracts, Shmoop, SparkNotes, etc. (or comparable homework/literature help sites), and many more. It is your responsibility to check with your instructor if you are unsure about your sources.
10. Each source in your Works Cited list must be cited at least once in the text of your essay.
11. Each source acknowledged in your essay must have a corresponding entry on your Works Cited list.
12. Any essay that uses information from sources that are not cited/cited improperly, that represents another’s words/ideas as the writer’s own, will receive zero (F) with no opportunity for a rewrite.


Research Essay Evaluation (out of 100 possible marks)
· 45% Content: Development—quality of research, argument, evidence/support, explication
· 25% Organization: Unity—effective introduction/conclusion; clear Thesis; effective paragraphing
· 25% Writing Skills:  Coherence—grammar, diction, usage, syntax, punctuation, mechanics, citations 
· 5% Format: Formatted according to MLA Style 


Guidelines for Draft Outline 

I. Introduction: Write out your entire Introduction in full sentences
A. Background information/context/brief summary as necessary
B. Subject area and topic/focus you are pursuing
C. Thesis
II. [bookmark: _Hlk34007599]Section I: [What will this Section/Major Point be about?] [Write out your Topic/Section Sentence in full]
A. Paragraph 1: [What will this paragraph/minor point be about? – Point form]
1. Specific mps
2. Specific mps
B. Paragraph 2: [What will this paragraph/ minor point be about? – Point form]
1. Specific mps
2. Specific mps
III. Section II: [What will this Section/Major Point be about?] [Write out your Topic/Section Sentence in full]
A. Paragraph 1: [What will this paragraph/ minor point be about? – Point form]
1. Specific mps
2. Specific mps
B. Paragraph 2: [What will this paragraph/ minor point be about? – Point form]
1. Specific mps
2. Specific mps
IV. Section III: [What will this Section/Major Point be about?] [Write out your Topic/Section Sentence in full]
A. Paragraph 1: [What will this paragraph/ minor point be about? – Point form]
1. Specific mps
2. Specific mps
C. Paragraph 2: [What will this paragraph/ minor point be about? – Point form]
1. Specific mps
2. Specific mps


Writing the Research Essay
1. Choose a subject area 
2. Narrow the subject area into a manageable topic/focus
3. Research/locate source material
4. Record source material information for your draft Works Cited list
5. Read your source material / Take notes on your source material
6. Craft a tentative Thesis
7. Craft a tentative full Outline
8. Compile the draft Works Cited page
9. Write the first draft, including the incorporation of your source material
10. Revise: Macro issues, i.e., do I have a Thesis that answers question, do I make an interpretive claim, do I have sub-claims, is my essay logically organized, do I have enough sources, do I use each source, do I provide enough evidence in each paragraph, do I analyze the evidence I provide, etc.
11. Edit: Micro issues, i.e., citations (content and format), transitions (between and within paragraphs), sentencing, syntax, diction, grammar, citations (format and content), voice/tone, etc.
12. Proofread: Micro-micro issues (polishing), i.e., spelling, capitalization, quotation marks, formatting, pagination, word count, etc. 
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